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MAILLOL SCULPTURE EXHIBITION OPENS JULY 1st 

July Ist brings to Cleveland from France a newly organdzed Maillol Ex- 
hibition of Sculpture. The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of ten museums of the 
country to have this show. Forty pieces of Maillol's serenely beautiful bronze 
sculptures will be on view in the sunlit outdoor Sculpture Court of the Museum. 

This exhibition of original sculpture consists of many life-size bronze 
statues and small bronze statuettes. Since Maillol's sole objective was to glo- 
rify the human body these sensuous and dynamic studies are primarily of the femi- 
nine form. In them he most ably manifested his ideas and expressed his talent. 
Maillol's general style is often characterized as earthbound and sensuous. The 
figures, most of which are in static poses, never appear Inanimate, but rather are 
filled with a grace and warmth that is distinctively Maillol. Profound monumen- 
tality is the dominant quality of each figure regardless of size. Despite this 
delicacy is apparent. 

Some of his figures, such as LEDA, or BATHER contain massively statu- 
esque proportions yet possess sturdy fullness and columnar heaviness. SPRING and 
YOUNG CYCLIST are more graceful and slender in form. All are presented in a lim- 
itless variety of poses with the characteristic unfailing ingenuity of a master. 
The figures are done in the simplest yet most expressively powerful terms. The 
Classicism of Greece made a profound impression on Maillol. While visiting the 
Acropolis he almost got into trouble by enthusiastically embracing a statue whose 
beauty intoxicated him. Maillol brings to sculpture as stable a poise as the 
Greek artists of the early centuries. 

Aristide Maillol was born in 1861 in Banyuls, a small French fishing 
village near the Pyrenees. He studied at the Ecole des Beaux Arts in Paris but 
abandoned the school to follow his own inclinations. Gauguin encouraged him to 


develop his natural tendencies of bold and decorative shapes. Besides painting, 
Maillol made designs for tapestries. As a result he temporarily lost his sight 
and soon after began his career as a sculptor in bronze and clay, to which he de- 
voted the remainder of his long career. Maillol greatly admired Rodin, yet did 
not imitate him. Size was unimportant to Maillol. Their poise and serenity lent 
even his statuettes a monumental effect. Rodin said of his eleven- inch LEDAi "In 
fli 1 modern sculpture I do not know of a piece as absolutely beautiful, as abso- 
lutely pure, as absolutely a masterpiece." 

Because of the unceasing work of Madame Dina Vierny and Maillol's son, 
both of whom have dated his works and helped in the organization of the exhibition, 
thousands of Americans will be able to acquaint themselves with the beautiful cre- 
ations which he has fashioned for almost a half a century. Maillol died in 1944 
in his native village in enemy-occupied France. He lived a quiet, secluded life 
working incessantly in his modest studio. He was surrounded by close friends and 
followers who have characterized him as a man of simple tastes and modest quali- 
ties. Many of his personality traits are exemplified in his work. 

Ohioans are fortunate to participate in this new shovjing of Maillol's 
sculpture. More than a decade has gone by since the commemorative showing took 
place. Since that time many pieces by the sculptor have found their way into 
American museums and private collections, proof of Maillol's popularity in this 
country. His bronzes are universally famous for their vitality, their proportion 
and their classical spirit. 

The exhibition will close on August 31st. 
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